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Background
When a young child enters kindergarten ready for school, there is an 82 
percent chance that child will master basic skills by age 11, compared with a 
45 percent chance for children who are not school ready. Nationally, 1 in 
every 6 children are estimated to be affected by developmental delays, 
learning disorders, and behavioral and social-emotional problems. Only 20% 
to 30% of these children are identified as needing help before school begins.  

Metro United Way sought to study the landscape of developmental screening, 
particularly the Ages & Stages Questionnaire, of children ages birth to five 
across 4 zip codes in West Louisville: 40203, 40210, 40211 and 40212. The 
following research is based on interviews and meetings with pediatricians, 
family practice doctors, public clinics, a pediatric consortium, community- 
based organizations working to improve the health and education of children 
ages birth to five, as well as parents.  

Major Findings of Louisville Research 

Only ONE pediatric practice in West Louisville uses the Ages & Stages
Questionnaire 
Clinics and practices are open to using the Ages & Stages Questionnaire, but
need associated costs reimbursed
Practices requested training and additional information on the benefits of Ages
& Stages Questionnaire
Adoption of the Ages & Stages Questionnaire by one or more providers in West
Louisville would result in great gains for low-income families 
Screening is currently being led by interventionists 
Using pediatric champions to carry the message and train others is key 
Many parents learn about the Ages & Stages Questionnaire through advocates
instead of their pediatrician 
Relationship and trust with patients is critical to ensure follow through with
screenings and intervention services 

Executive Summary



Costs of Developmental Screening 
Short-run healthcare expenditures for follow-up treatments by 
the pediatricians and specialists may be increased by using the 
ASQ, but the effectiveness of identifying an issue may generate 
quality of life increases that are possible ONLY through early 
intervention and not later spending. 

Recommended Next Steps
Develop Community Plan for Developmental Screening
Adopt Proven Practices for a Developmental Screening System of
Coordinated Care
Identify a Community Data System for Screening and Referral
 Ensure Adequate Medicaid Reimbursement for the Ages & Stages
Questionnaire
Pilot a Community Project

Quality Screening and 

Surveillance is 

Economically Efficient:

Cost Benefit of 

Kindergarten Readiness:

Implementing the Ages 

& Stages Questionnaire 

in a Pediatric Setting:

Reimbursing Medicaid 

Providers:

Investing in developmental screening allows for increased 
opportunity to identify delays in the various stages of 
development that children advance through, particularly 
from birth to five years of age. 

$575 one time purchase of ASQ toolkits
$1,000 online access; MUW is able to provide access due 
to its online subscription contract with the publisher
$1 per screening for the ASQ-3 and ASQ-SE

Tennessee's START (Screening Tools and Referral 
Training) Program: $178,000 
Help Me Grow KY: approximately $200 per child 
Help Me Grow National consultation and technical 
assistance: approximately $114,000

Social and Emotional Screening - ASQ-SE is not covered by 
the existing code 96127
General Developmental & Behavioral Screens - ASQ-3 is 
reimbursed in Kentucky by CPT Code 96110 at $32.19

Costs of Implementing 

Developmental 

Screening Initiatives: 
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The McNary Group, LLC provides expert and experienced system change, policy and 
leadership consulting services to organizations across the country that want to get 
results and achieve their goals – particularly the non-profit sector, foundations and 
community organizations. The mission is to get results for families, especially the most 
vulnerable. We employ a results-based leadership and accountability framework in the
approach. www.mcnarygroup.com  

Wildflower Consulting, LLC supports community health improvement efforts by co- 
creating, facilitating and evaluating community-driven policy, systems and 
environmental design strategies. Our ecological approach to health uses a capacity 
building framework, which recognizes the impact that where we live, learn, work and 
play has on our daily choices. As a consulting firm with diverse experience in public 
health, food systems, and communications, we have a working knowledge of emerging 
place-based solutions to create health equity.  www.wildflowerllc.org 
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